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Peter Skutches 
Richard Gallen & Co# 

260 Fifth Ave. f 
New York, in 10001 

Dear Peter, 

In ILiVEIl AGAIN - I refer to what wy friend c hip Selby found at the University of 
Georgia archive of Senator Richard Russell's records, When he gave me what I used he 
also gave me some additional records he asked me to keep confidential* I therefore did 
not use them* When (^Posner's Case Closed appeared I a.ked Selby to give me permissipp 
to use what I enclose. Day before yesterday he did. Will you please insert this abort 
addition? Thank you* 

As ^ probably told you, because of my age and all the illnesses I continue to 
survive, I ddcided that the most valuable use I could make of the time that remains for 
iird. is to try to perfect the record for history to the degree possible for me* I rush as 
much as I can to do that, now in thQ form of the draft of books* I'd told you ofi one on 
which I was working* I did not want to be diverted from it and refused to be until I saw 
the necessity. Prof ssor Wrone was hero for the awarding of the honorary degree^ he stayed 
to wrlc in my files and then made a $rip to Washington* He returned with two copies of 
Posner's book and said he'd^ead enough to assure me tliat I should annotate it as I have 
other books. I started doing that but I got to point that decided me tu^rite instead. 

At first I vias qhite uneasy about this because I am personally at^risk and because 
Posner's is without any question at all, a CIA book. I am so fragile now that despite 
great caxj^both forearms Are covered with surgical patches to protect the scabs on injur- 
ies I would have considered impossible. Sjfeh tilings as merely brushing against the round 
doorknq[f?b on my office dojfc pee 1& the skim back for two inches* It is not impossible for 
a push to be fatal* And just this week a doctor again refused to make a normal examination 
of my throat because the gadget used makes it an ''invasive" test* I've had -.jnother appre- 
hension for some time* So, I've wanted not to refer to the book on Posner's book on which 
I already have about 25 >000 words in drqft* But day before yesterday something happened 
that caused me to change my mind and attitude. This gets again to the importance of ray 
knowing as soon £^it is known who the copublisher of N3JTCR AGAIN! is or will be. 

Several veelcs ago a friend in Ne^ealand wrote an article based on what I'd given 
him for a Sunday paper there* He phoned me from Australia, where he is visitng his ill 
father, to tell me that papers there have asked him to write about this Posner book* He 
will quojre me in it, and fhe'll refer to N2JVEH AGAIN ! what he writes,, &ut none who 
read his artcjiles, particularly book stores, will know how to get it* 

This will be true again today, wlien jfi a TV crew is to come to interview me for a 
documentary • It will be true every time I'm asked about anything* It is not impossible 
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despite the massive major-media support of it that I f ll again be asked about Posner's 
book or about others as they^npfwirf" appear. So, I think that as soon as Hichard makes 
the arrangements the copublisher ' d name should bo used for v/hen the book appears. The 
publication date is not as necessaary, although I may be asked that. 

Too many tilings are talcing tine from the\riting. Yesterday it was being interviewed 
and videotape^ for a presentation to a Congressional committee • In order to be available 
for tills documentary this morning I had to ask tliat the crew be here by eight because 
at 10 I'll have to prepare for another appearance at the local college where my records 
v/ill be an archive, *t is in its centermiel celebration and they want us there when 
we can be. It tires me too much# But some of it is pleasant. Last night the president p? 
..poke to my wife and to me separately. She told us both the same tiling, that when we were 
walking down the central aisle of tlio chapel in which we were awarded the honorary doc- 
torates two we'ics ago how pleased she was to see that as we did people turned to uc^ and, 

'YnnithtJ 

with the organ making any tiling they said inaudible, mlotte d '‘thank you," These were all 
$trn/$;er 3 , the incoming freshman class and their parents^ juad families and friends. 

A word about Posner's book in the event you know anyone concerned about its pos- 
sible effect on other books. And I believe that is one of its purposes. 

When Ur one gave me the copy he said it is the most dishonest book he's ever read. 

I* ye read all Except the ^ack ^uby chapters, and I'll not waste time on them. I add to 
Wrone's indictment that is the deliberatly, cunningly dishonest# And the alleged basis, 
that ultramodern, most sophisticated computer enhancement of the Zapruder film that was 
not possible before, is worse that ^rim joke despite its widespread acceptance# I do not 

want this advertised. But rather than that tliis supposedly superdooper ehgSacement of # 
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that film, the basis of tho book, being all that makes it possible, Psner stole it from 
a 1579 article by a 1 5 -year-old high school boy 's article and hid his plagiarism by tricky 
footnotingl What else he used of tliat "scientific" enhancement is pure garbage in, gar- 
bage out. ITonc of it stacks in any way at all# 

I had a nice letter from Kevin yesterday so J know he has returned everything to 
you. We look forward to his visit in a couple of weeks. Seem like a nice person. 

Thanks and best wishes , 

ijaAsfbP 

Harold Weisberg 



To be added/insorted where I discuss Scnatr Ricliard Russell’s refusal to agree tliat 
one bullet caused all seven wounds on the President and Governor Connally or where 
I cite the records from the Russell archive in the University of Georg^i. I think a good 
fit would be whore I cited records obtained there by Chip Selby. I just got his permission 
to use wliat I add or I would have used it earlier. 



Selby also found at the Universiaty of Georgia confirmation of what Russell toJ.d 
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me as 33 wa ~l lrgrl nithzhia accompanied him to the Senat e floor^ttet was ignored by all 
writing on the subject, particularly by those who argue the line of the House assassins 
comiuittee, that although the Commission ^se^wrong in everything it did it nonethless managed 
to reach the correct <"solution." 

After Russell's death the Hniversaity interviewed Senator Cooper in his office 
on April 21 , 1971 . The intervievjer was Hugh Gates# Cooper's most succinct ± ha ± 
statement tliat bferfcli he and Russell absolutely asrsaci disagreed with the single bullet 
theory that is basic to the Commission's Report came after his discussion of the testi- 
mony of Governor Connally, testimony Cooper said they both felt was "strong." gw ja potK 
Cooper then said, 

M Senator Russell just said, 'I'll never sign that report if . . #ig. • #if this 
Commission says categorically tliat the second shot passed through both of them# I 
agreed with himl" 

In a private letter tliat, like the Cooper oral history that has never been used 
before Russell v/as unequivocal, just # I recall, in restating his disageement with 
this basis of the Commission's conclusions# 

WjJ 

PiiaspI 1 rvM heard tliat th e ro ted boon an article reporting his disageement with 

the single4)biillet theory. He had asked a former junion lawyer,^ Alfredda Scobey, to 
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try to track it down for him. She was then a law assistant on the staff of the Court of 
Appeals of the State of ^eorgia in Atlanta# In her letter to Russell of December 12, 

19 66, Scobey article of wliich he had heard "apparently appears on page 55 of 

the Uovemner 25, 1966 issue of life Magazine." She then quoted the passage she believed 
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Russell had in mind. 

Addressing her affectionately as "Hiss Fredda,” Russell thanked her in his 



letter of the day before Crhistmas that-yeer. The relevant paragraph reads/ cef erring 
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that wliat LIFE had published: 

M It is not nearly a 3 strong as the position that Senator Cooper and I took in 

regard to the single bullet theory. As I recall, Congressman Pofegs had mild doubts, but 

Senator Cooper and I refused to 42 accept the single bullet theory.” 

There thu3 is no doQbt at all: two of the Commission members were without any 

reservation at all opposed to that part of the Report vital to its conclusion that 

there was no conspiracy and' that a third member was not as strong in ftis opposition 

to it. Urt 

•sthese/ 

Tliis also confirms the purpose of Rankin's deceiving\tJai membersfat that last- 
minute executive session when the presses were about to roll on the Report/d n -a t l e ast 

two~ aw way s. One is that their objections would be incorporated in the language^. »of the 

uAmA /k<. pwvwpif 7 

^eport and the other is that there was a court reporter present to record their more de- 
tailed expression of their beliefs for the liistorical record./^ Ac*rtu fa do 

RanidLn is not alive now to register any disagreement with this. But li9 was when 
I first published wliat Senator Russell had told me and exposed his deception of them 
(at that execurive ression. (Whitewash IV . rages 20 ff, 97* 



The plionied “transript” of tliat September 18 session is in facsimile on 
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What a black day that was, unprecedented in our h iet go history, when ±wh at least 
members of a Presidential coixndsoion were denied the expression of their firn^eld 
beliefs and instead were made to ap'tfar to agree with the conclusion with which they 
were in such total disagreement - and tliat with regard to the assassination of a Presi- 
dent! 



